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                                           U.S. Catholic Collection 
                                               Mission Statement

The mission of this special research collection is to preserve at the University of Dayton records of the Catholic Church and Catholic life in the United States and to support the University’s doctoral program in Religious Studies which focuses on the U.S. Catholic experience.  The collection shows the commitment of the University of Dayton to the preservation of the history, the heritage, and the intellectual and popular traditions of the Catholic Church in the United States. According to President Curran, “It is this collection that serves to remind all of us of our commitment to our Catholic heritage and the place of the Catholic Church in America.”
                                  Collection Description and Policy
The collection of Roesch Library provided the nucleus on which to build this collection, which encompasses anything related to the Catholic Church in the United States. American works dominate, but also some foreign works are collected because of their influence and impact on the development and practices of the Church in the U.S. Thousands of unique materials have been added to the collection thanks to the generosity of interested lay friends and numerous American religious, who have supported our needs by donating books, serials, information file material, and artifacts.

The collection is comprehensive.  It includes retrospective as well as contemporary works.  Materials collected can be in any language, type of format or medium (books, serials, pamphlets, articles, manuscripts, typescripts, videos, audio cassettes, Internet/Web resources, photographs, relics, holy cards, prayer cards, post-cards, bookmarks, medals, statues, etc.) or can be representative of a special genre (poetry, children’s literature, comic books, etc.) 

In detail, the collection includes, but is not limited to: 

· The publications of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops

· Anything related to religious orders of men and women active in the U.S. (histories of the order, anniversary publications, works and biographies of the founder(s) and members of the order, books used by members of the order for their spiritual reading, etc.)

· English, History and Religion textbooks used in Catholic elementary and secondary schools, especially textbooks published before the Second Vatican Council

· Catholic religion textbooks for college students
· Catechetical material for any age group

· Anything related to the popular culture of Catholicism in the United States (prayer-books, devotions, works about festivals and shrines, etc.)

· Works influential in the intellectual formation of American Catholics, including those produced by foreign or non-Catholic American authors
· Missals, prayer-books, and other religious books -- in any language -- that were used by Catholic immigrants  

· Any materials about national, regional and local Catholic history or biography (histories of churches, parishes, dioceses, pastoral letters and biographies of priests and bishops, etc.), including serial publications such as parish newsletters

· Fiction and non-fiction by American Catholic authors.  (The strictly scientific works of American Catholic scientists are not collected.)

· Fiction and non-fiction that studies or portrays American Catholics

· Autobiographies and biographies of American Catholics, including converts

· Liturgical books used in the United States

· Sermons by American priests

· American Catechisms and Bible versions

· Documents and proceedings of national and diocesan synods

· Works related to Eucharistic Congresses held in the United States (international, national, diocesan)

· Works by and about Catholic organizations and institutions in the U.S., such as the Knights of Columbus, the National Catholic Welfare Conference, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, the Kolping Society, the Holy Name Society, the Catholic University of America, etc. 

· Apologetic works by American Catholic authors

· Controversial works about the Catholic Church in the United States and American Catholics by American and foreign authors

· Works published by the Catholic Publication Society (New York), the Sacred Heart League, etc. 

· Works by American Catholic authors on the psychology and sociology of religion

· American Protestant views of Catholicism

· Works and images related to the visual culture of American Catholicism, including material related to Catholic church architecture, shrines, pilgrimage sites, and the like

· Histories and genealogies of American Catholic families

· Catholic pamphlets

· Catholic children’s and juvenile literature (mainly by American authors)

· Books that have an imprimatur or are published by Catholic publishers, such as Benzinger, Bruce, Herder and Herder, Kennedy, Sheed and Ward, etc., and the “Vision books” series published by Farrar, Straus & Cudahy

· Major American diocesan newspapers on microfilm (complete backruns plus current year as the microfilm becomes available)

· Special books and documents that will enhance the collection, such as: 

The Beckmeier Collection, the collection of books used by the Our Lady of

Victory Missionary Sisters for the formation of their sisters, the collection of papers on Roman Catholic Modernism donated by Dr. Elizabeth McKeown of Georgetown University.  

          The U.S. Catholic Collection has the following sub-collections:

The Beckmeyer Collection, a multilingual collection representative of the kind of books a Catholic pastor used in his daily work prior to the Second Vatican Council

The St. Anthony Messenger Press Collection, a depository collection of all available book and media products of the St. Anthony Messenger Press
The Bro. Leo Willett, S.M., Collection of Catholic Americana, which represents the life-long interest in American Catholic history of a scholarly Marianist 

The Ellis Joseph Catholic Education Collection, donated by Dr. Ellis Joseph, former Dean of the U.D. School of Education (in progress)
The Pauline Money Collection of religious habits worn over time by 108 religious orders of women is the gift of U.D. alumna Pauline A. Money. Wanting to preserve this important aspect of Catholic heritage, she spent many years building this collection. Some of the dolls which were dressed by sisters carry the name of the sister who sewed the habit. The display cases were donated by the Knights of Columbus.  
The Lois Pettit Collection of nun figurines is representative of the different ways  

popular culture thought of Catholic sisters: some are serious, others are humorous.  The collection is a testimonial to the respect and love American Catholics have for the religious women who did so much for them.
Please address inquiries and shipments to: 
Nicoletta M. Hary, Ph.D.

Curator of Special Collections

University of Dayton Libraries

300 College Park

Dayton, Ohio 45469-1360

Phone: 937 229 4262   e-mail: hary@udayton.edu
