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ACP Members Elect Two Heads-of-House, Editorial Director, 
Operating Officer to Board of Directors

BALTIMORE, MD — The members of the Association of Catholic Publishers (ACP) elected four new members of the board of directors, announced president, Jeff Smith. “We’re excited to welcome these four. Each will continue to challenge us to grow and evolve in this fast, changing publishing world.”
The two heads-of-house are Alec Harris, president of GIA Publications, Inc., a leading publisher of liturgical music, Roman Catholic hymnals, and music education resources, and Paul Henderson, director of operations and project management for the Department of Communications/Office of the Secretary and Director of Planning for the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).
Mr. Harris has led his company to publish innovative resources and music of the highest possible quality, and has been proud to work with some of the leading composers of the church music world.  His attention to bringing technological innovation to music publishing resulted in establishing the OneLicense.net subsidiary. He serves on the boards of the Church Music Publisher’s Association and the American Choral Directors Association.
A current member of the ACP board, Mr. Henderson brings his leadership and organizational skills and his extensive knowledge of Church life and structures to assist the board in its current strategy planning. He has been deeply involved in the development of the Catholic bishops’ Priorities and Plans since 2006 which have helped the bishops set their current direction and initiatives. Before that, he was executive director of USCCB Publishing for 10 years, executive director of the Jubilee Year 2000 office, and director of programming and events for World Youth Day.
Ms. Gloria Shahin and Mr. Thomas Shumate were also elected.
Ms. Shahin serves as editorial director for Saint Mary’s Press (SMP), a non-profit publisher specializing in Catholic Bibles, high school text books, and parish resources, a position she has held since August 2009. She has been closely involved in the development of SMP’s high school texts. Prior to joining SMP, she has held positions with John Wiley and Sons, Career Press, Prentice Hall, Silver Burdett Ginn Religion, and RCL Benziger after their acquisition of Silver.  
Mr. Shumate, CPA, has been with Franciscan Media (formerly St. Anthony Messenger Press) for 15 years and currently serves as chief operating officer, having worked previously as the organization’s business manager. Formerly he worked with The Word Among Us magazine and as a Certified Public Accountant. Besides publishing, he has worked with trade associations, religious and other charitable non-profits, employee benefit organizations, and for-profit companies. He also has served on the board of directors for the Catholic Press Association.
The Association of Catholic Publishers (ACP) is a membership organization of Catholic publishers, those who provide services to Catholic publishers, and individuals who work with Catholic publishers. The ACP provides opportunities for members to further the Catholic publishing industry, promote Catholic publishing and reading, and engage those they interact with including retailers, pastoral leaders, individual customers, and staff.
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To schedule interviews, contact Therese Brown at 410-988-2926 or at tbrown@cbpa.org.
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