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ACP Announces New “Excellence in Publishing Awards”

BALTIMORE, MD — The Association of Catholic Publishers announces the new Excellence in Publishing Awards to be given out at the 2012 Religious Booksellers Trade Exhibit in St. Charles, Illinois. The goal of these awards is to recognize the best in Catholic publishing in six categories—General Interest, Inspirational, Prayer and Spirituality, Scripture, Theology, and Resources for Ministry. In addition, a “Book of the Year” will be named from among the first place finishers in these six categories.
“As an award presented by the Catholic publishing industry to the Catholic publishing industry, the ACP Excellence in Publishing Awards are unique in their celebration of the very best materials Catholic publishers have to offer to our valued readers,” noted Andrew Yankech, ACP secretary and co-chair of the awards committee.  “As we fulfill our individual missions and mandates as publishers, it’s important to pause and recognize the good works being created within our vibrant community.”
	The timing for the introduction of the Excellence in Publishing Awards fits well with Pope Benedict XVI’s emphasis on the “new evangelization.” “One of the best and most traditional places to find the teachings of the Church and Jesus Christ stated, explained, reflected on, and broken open is in the printed words of our publisher members,” observed Therese Brown, executive director of the ACP. 
The awards are open to all publishers who may submit multiple titles in any of the six categories. Each category will be judged by a three-person panel chosen specifically for their expertise and experience in the category. Submissions will be accepted through January 25, 2012. Additional information on submission guidelines and forms are available at www.cbpa.org.
A brief explanation of each category follows.  Books in the “General Interest” category include biographies, Church history, collections of essays by theologians or important Catholic thinkers. The “Inspirational” book category focuses on devotional, spiritual, and meditation books and books on saints, holy people, and stories related to people living their faith. “Prayer and Spirituality” are books centered on prayer or spiritual reflection, and include any theme for organizing and presenting such content. 
The category of “Scripture” includes books about Scripture, whether scholarly treatments of particular books or collections of books of the Bible. Bibles are excluded from this category. “Theology” includes books on the topic of Catholic theology, whether scholarly monographs or more popular treatments of theological aspects of Catholic teaching on, for example, the sacraments, the nature of the Church. The last category, “Resources for Ministry,” includes any book that serves as a faith formation tool in parish ministry for sacrament preparation, catechesis (other than basal programs), adult faith formation, and for use in enrichment programs. 
The Association of Catholic Publishers (ACP) is a membership organization of Catholic publishers, those who provide services to Catholic publishers, and individuals who work with Catholic publishers. The ACP provides opportunities for members to further the Catholic publishing industry, promote Catholic publishing and reading, and engage those they interact with including retailers, pastoral leaders, individual customers, and staff.
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To schedule interviews, contact Therese Brown at 410-988-2926 or at tbrown@cbpa.org.
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